
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1552 November 30, 2016 
HONORING EMPRESS AMBULANCE 

SERVICES 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of the great companies in my dis-
trict, Empress Ambulance, which has provided 
outstanding emergency medical service to the 
City of Yonkers for over three decades. 

In 1985, when Dan and Lenore Minerva ac-
quired Empress Ambulance it was their mis-
sion, that since has been handed down to 
their sons Michael, Daniel and Matthew, that 
patient care and compassion would be the 
cornerstone on which the company would be 
built. 

As the landscape in the healthcare industry 
changed for hospitals over the years, so too 
has it changed dramatically in the pre-hospital 
seam: These days an EMS company needs to 
have trained professionals and state of the art 
equipment to manage a medical emergency 
on the street or in someone’s home. Empress 
has accepted this challenge and today they 
are the preeminent provider of pre-hospital 
care and ambulance transportation services in 
our region. With over 90 vehicles and more 
than 400 highly trained and compassionate 
employees, Empress is answering the call 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

In recent years, Empress has seen unprece-
dented growth in the region. In addition to 
Yonkers, Empress Ambulance is currently the 
emergency medical services provider for the 
cities of New Rochelle, White Plains, Mount 
Vernon and Pelham. Additionally, the com-
pany provides advanced life support services 
in Yorktown and basic life support supple-
mental staff in Hawthorne, Mohegan Lake and 
Peekskill. They have also recently been 
named the provider of choice to operate four 
911 advanced life support ambulances by 
Montefiore Medical Center for the Fire Depart-
ment of New York 911 System. 

This year, St. Joseph’s Medical Center is 
honoring Empress Ambulance Service for the 
remarkable contributions the company has 
made to both the Center and the community 
as a whole. I want to take the opportunity to 
congratulate the entire Empress team, and 
thank them for all their incredible work in our 
area. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO HARRY S. 
TRUMAN FOR RECEIVING THE 
PRESTIGIOUS HONOR OF BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Harry S. Truman Elementary School 
for receiving the prestigious honor of being 
named a National Blue Ribbon School. 

Harry S. Truman was one of 329 schools 
nationwide to be recognized as a Blue Ribbon 
School. 

This national award recognizes schools that 
practice exemplary teaching and learning. For 

34 years, the National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program has been rewarding excellence in 
students and faculty and to date fewer than 
8,500 schools have been granted this honor. 

Harry S. Truman Elementary was granted 
this award in large part due to their high aca-
demic performance on standardized tests. 
This is a distinguished award that recognizes 
the academic success of a school. 

I am honored to recognize Harry S. Truman 
Elementary School for their hard work and 
dedication in educating our future leaders of 
Missouri. On behalf of Missouri’s Seventh 
Congressional District I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me to congratulate Harry S. 
Truman Elementary School. 
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HONORING MOUNT SINAI 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church 
in celebration of its 60th Anniversary and its 
six-decade history of service to the community 
of Fort Worth, Texas. 

Founded in 1956, Mount Sinai Missionary 
Baptist Church began through its commitment 
to fellowship. Since its founding, Mount Sinai 
Missionary Baptist Church has committed its 
efforts to establishing a safe environment for 
all those seeking spiritual guidance and the 
desire to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through preaching, teaching, and ministry. For 
six decades, Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist 
Church’s ministry team has inspired and posi-
tively changed the lives of people throughout 
Fort Worth. 

For the past twenty years, Bishop B.C. 
McPherson II has led Mount Sinai Missionary 
Baptist Church’s membership and its affiliate 
company Sininian Development Inc. (SDI), a 
community development organization. To-
gether, they have invigorated the Southside 
communities of Fort Worth through crime re-
duction and affordable housing. Bishop 
McPherson has ensured throughout his tenure 
that every member can still receive a personal 
word with him even as the Church has grown 
its congregation. 

Mount Sinai not only offers fellowship for 
those seeking spiritual guidance at the church 
in Fort Worth, but also extends its services 
through its Real Alive Word, R.A.W., online 
classes. These classes offer spiritual seekers 
with biblical foundations, syntax, culture and 
much more. Both traditional and non-tradi-
tional religious avenues have contributed to an 
increase in the number of new hopeful leaders 
in the DFW Metroplex. 

I honor Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist 
Church’s 60th Anniversary celebration and its 
dedication to the spiritual development of Fort 
Worth community. 

CONGRATULATING ROBYN STUART 
ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
GRAPEVINE POLICE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Senior Officer Robyn Stuart on 
her well-earned retirement from the Grapevine 
Police Department, in the city of Grapevine, 
Texas, after twenty-two years of dedicated 
service. 

Stuart’s esteemed career began with the 
Brownfield Police Department in 1993 where 
she served with distinction until joining the 
Fort Worth Marshal’s Office in 1995 as a Dep-
uty Marshal. 

In 1996 she began her service in Grape-
vine, where she honorably served her commu-
nity with the highest degree of professionalism 
for more than two decades. Throughout her 
tenure with the department, Stuart received 
seven commendation letters recognizing her 
outstanding service and dedication to the City 
of Grapevine. 

Over her twenty-two year career, Stuart has 
completed more than 1,580 hours of training 
and has achieved the certification of Master 
Peace Officer. Additionally, she has served as 
a member of the Grapevine Police Department 
SWAT team, specializing as a hostage nego-
tiator; a National Academy of Professional 
Driving (NAPD) instructor; and as a member 
of the Grapevine Police Department Critical In-
cident Stress Management/Peer Support 
Team. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the tireless efforts Senior Officer Robyn Stuart 
has contributed to the safety and security of 
the City of Grapevine. I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Robyn Stuart and her many years of 
service. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL MINERVA 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who dedi-
cate their lives to serving others professionally 
are a true asset to the community. For 28 
years, Michael Minerva has been an asset to 
Westchester, through his amazing work with 
Empress Ambulance Service and our friends 
at St. Joseph’s Medical Center. 

Mike got his start in Yonkers working for 
American Ambulette, the company his parents, 
Dan and Lenore started in 1976. It was during 
this time that Mike was first introduced to the 
leadership and mission at St. Joseph’s Med-
ical Center. 

In 1985, his family bought Empress Ambu-
lance Service. For the next twenty years, Mike 
was fortunate to work side by side with the 
biggest driving force of his professional career, 
his mentor, business partner and ‘‘Mom’’ Le-
nore Minerva. 

In 2008 Mike was promoted to President of 
Empress and has worked tirelessly to continue 
to grow the business and provide the highest 
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